
N E W S L E T T E R
WINTER 2011

1
The ACT PSC is managed by Communities@Work. 

Inside this Issue:

1.	 Conference Update 

2.	 Free NQF Resources

2.	 Online Learning Packages

3.	 Worldviews, Theories and 	
	 Philosophies in Children’s 	
	 Services Project –  
	 Coming Soon

4.	 The ACT Children’s Services 	
	 Forum

5.	 InfoHUB Update –  
	 EYLF Resources

5.	 EYLF Professional 		
	 Conversation Network

6.	 Upcoming ACT PSC 		
	 Workshops

6.	 Upcoming Events for  
	 Your Diary

1

Conference Upda te
The ACT Professional Support Coordinator is pleased to announce the 
Keynote speakers at the upcoming ACT Children’s Services Conference.

Date: 	 29 October 2011 
Venue: Hotel Realm, Barton

Wendy Lee
Wendy Lee has almost 40 years involvement 
in the early childhood education field and 
is the Project Director for the Educational 
Leadership Project in NZ. Wendy was the 
Co-Director of the National Early Childhood 
Learning and Assessment Exemplar Project. 
Wendy is also a committed early childhood 
researcher who has been involved in several 
research projects with Professor Margaret 
Carr. She is passionate about the impact of 
political trends on early childhood education, 
and has a deep interest in curriculum, 
leadership and professional learning issues. 
She has spoken extensively about these 
interest areas and her research at numerous 
international events and conferences.

Associate Professor 
Alma Fleet
Alma Fleet has a long history of engagement 
in teacher education, both with those currently 
working with young children in a range of 
settings and those who are just beginning 
their professional journeys. In her role as 
an Associate Professor at the Institute of 
Early Childhood, she is involved in teaching, 
research and advocacy across a wide range 
of issues related to children and the adults 
who work with them.



2

Free  NQF Resources
The ACT PSC is working closely with the Department of Employment, Education & Workplace 
Relations (DEEWR), ACT Government and key stakeholders to roll out a strategy that will 
support eligible education and care services (Child care services in receipt of Child Care 
Benefit) to understand and implement the new National Quality Framework (NQF).

The ACT PSC has a broad range of resources, professional development, consultancy and 
support services available to assist educators:

•	 Free Foundational Information Sessions 
•	 Educator Team Meeting Package
•	 Customised Training Sessions
•	 NQS Quarterly Newsletter
•	 Fact Sheets
•	 E- Tips 

To subscribe to the E-Tips:  
http://actpsc.com.au/contact-us/enewsletter/

In a significant change from the old QA system, a key focus of the NQF requires educators to 
articulate their practice and knowledge base. The best preparation for NQF is to be working 
now towards embedding the Early Years Learning Framework into everyday practice. The ACT 
PSC offers a range of resources, professional development and support options to assist in the 
implementation of the Early Years Learning Framework which complements the national EYLF 
Professional Learning Program offered by Early Childhood Australia (ECA):

•	 Learning Circles
•	 Customised Sessions
•	 EYLF Team Meeting Packages 
•	 Networking/Reflection Sessions
•	 Online resources

While the ACT PSC is funded to support eligible education and care services many of the 
resources are free to all education and care professionals. 

Contact the ACT PSC for further information:
www.actpsc.com.au
actpsc@commsatwork.org
(02) 6287 3330 or 1800 228 772

Onl ine 
Learn ing 
Packages
The ACT PSC offers a wide range of 
approaches to professional learning. An 
alternative to face-to-face sessions is online 
training.  ACT PSC online packages include:

Early Year Learning 
Framework Foundational 
Package

This package is designed to:

•	 Provide an overview of the Early Years 
Learning Framework. 

•	 Explore the three concepts of the 
Framework – Belonging, Being and 
Becoming.

•	 Examine the inter-related elements of 
the Principles, Practices and Learning 
Outcomes. 

http://www.pscalliance.org.au/?page_
id=702

National Quality 
Framework 
Familiarisation Package

This package aims to support children’s 
services to: 

•	 Understand the major differences 
between the current process (for LDC, 
OSHC & FDC) and the National Quality 
Framework. 

•	 Understand how the changes may affect 
your service and community. 

•	 Explore how current practice may 
complement the requirements of the 
new system.

http://www.pscalliance.org.au/?page_
id=737

Other online packages are being developed 
in accordance with regulations and licensing 
requirements in the ACT. If you see a gap 
and would like to suggest an online package, 
please email actpsc@commsatwork.org

Online packages currently under development 
include: 

•	 Mandatory Reporting Refresher 
•	 Nutrition & Food Safety 
•	 Induction Processes 
•	 Framework for School Age Care 

Familiarisation 

NQF 4 THE QUALITY AREAS
What are the quality areas my service will 
be assessed against?

This fact sheet, the fourth of a series 
produced for children’s services by the 
Professional Support Co-ordinator’s 
Alliance, summarises the basics that 
services need to know about the NQF.

Under the NQF all services will be assessed against the National Quality Standard for Early 
Childhood Education and Care and School Age Care.

The National Quality Standard for Early Childhood Education and Care and School Age Care 
consists of 7 quality areas, 23 standards and 65 elements. 

THE NEW NATIONAL QUALITY 
FRAMEWORK (NQF) COMMENCES 
FROM THE BEGINNING OF 2012. 

QUALITY AREAS
There are seven quality areas in the 
National Quality Standard.

The seven quality areas are:
1. Educational program and practice
2. Children’s health and safety
3. Physical environment
4. Staf ng arrangements
5. Relationships with children
6.  Collaborative partnerships with families 

and communities
7.  Leadership and service management

The quality areas are aspects of service 
provision which are critical to quality, 
critical to making early education and 
care services and outside school hours 
care services as high a quality as possible.

The standards under each quality area 
outline what services have to do meet 
the standard. These are the essential 
requirements your service has to meet.

Each standard has a number of 
elements. These are what the standard 
looks like in quality practice.

THE STANDARDS ABOUT EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM AND PRACTICE: 
▶  The educational program and practice is stimulating, 

engaging and enhances children’s learning and 
development. In school age care services, the program 
nurtures the development of life skills and complements 
children’s experiences, opportunities and relationships at 
school, at home and in the community.

1.1  The Early Years Learning Framework (or other approved 
learning framework) informs the development of a program 
for each child that enhances their learning and development. 

1.2  The program for each child takes into account their 
strengths, capabilities, culture, interests and experiences.

THE STANDARDS ABOUT CHILDREN’S 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:
▶  Every child’s health and wellbeing is safeguarded 

and promoted.

2.1 Each child’s health is promoted.

2.2  Healthy eating and physical activity are embedded in the 
program for children.

2.3 Each child is protected.

Disclaimer: As the national Regulations are still in draft form, 
the content of this fact sheet is subject to change.
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NQF 3 THE HOW
How will my service 
be rated?

This fact sheet, the third of a series 
produced for children’s services by the 
Professional Support Co-ordinator’s 
Alliance, summarises the proposed 
assessment process that services will 
undergo under the NQF.

THE NEW NATIONAL QUALITY 
FRAMEWORK (NQF) COMMENCES 
FROM THE BEGINNING OF 2012. 

THE IMPORTANT PARTS OF THE 
NQF ASSESSMENT AND RATINGS 
PROCESS ARE:
▶  Self Assessment
▶  The Quality Improvement Plan
▶  The assessment visit
▶  The ratings system (5 possible ratings)

ASSESSMENT AND RATING PROCESS 
– THE SUMMARY

Services will be assessed against the National 
Quality Standard by a Regulatory Authority in 
your state and territory. Your service will need 
to re ect on the practices with respect to the 
seven quality areas and then prepare a Quality 
Improvement Plan – outlining your strengths 
and areas of the National Quality Standard you 
will be working on to improve. The regulator will 
examine this and make a visit to your service 
to observe typical practice at your service to 
determine your rating.

SELF REFLECTION: Services are encouraged to re ect 
on their practices in relation to the seven quality areas and 
identify their strengths and weaknesses, as well as the key 
areas you will be seeking to improve. There is no set format 
for the self re ection and the self assessment does not need 
to be submitted to the regulator.

THE QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN: Based on the self 
re ection, services need to prepare a Quality Improvement 
Plan. The Quality Improvement Plan essentially lists the 
strengths and therefore your focus will be to maintain what 
you are doing and, more importantly, those quality areas 
you believe you could improve in. This will then become 
your roadmap for the next year as you work to improve 

your quality in these areas. You are required to submit your 
Quality Improvement Plan prior to the assessment visit and 
your service needs to update it annually.

THE ASSESSMENT VISIT: The assessment visit is designed 
to observe typical practice at your service. An assessor will 
come out to your service (if centre-based) and assess the 
service. Your rating is determined by a review of your Quality 
Improvement Plan, your compliance history, assessment 
history and the practices observed during the assessment 
visit. Family day care schemes will have their assessment 
visits to the service and one or more carers depending on 
the size of the scheme.

THE RATINGS SYSTEM (5 POSSIBLE RATINGS): 
There is a 5 point rating scale under the NQF. Your service 
will have a rating for each quality area of the National 
Quality Standard (NQS) and an overall service rating.

The ratings and what they mean:

▶  Excellent – A service is recognised as having exemplary 
practice in one or more quality areas – it is an outstanding 
education and care service.

▶  High Quality/Advanced – A service exceeds the National 
Quality Standard.

▶  National Quality Standard – A service is meeting the 
National Quality Standard.

▶  Foundation/Operating indicates that a service did not 
meet a quality area or areas but this does not pose 
signi cant risk to the safety, health or wellbeing of a child. 
Foundation is also the level that services are at prior to 
being assessed.

▶  Unsatisfactory indicates that a service did not meet a 
standard/s in a way that poses a signi cant risk to a child’s 
safety, health and wellbeing.

Disclaimer: As the national Regulations are still in draft form, 
the content of this fact sheet is subject to change.
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NQF 2 THE WHEN
What dates does my service 
need to be aware of?

This fact sheet, the second of a series 
produced for children’s services by the 
Professional Support Co-ordinator’s 
Alliance, summarises the basics that 
services need to know about the NQF.

THE NQF HAS BEEN DESIGNED SO THAT THE CHANGES ARE GRADUAL. 
NOT EVERYTHING FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES WILL CHANGE AT ONCE, 
AT THE BEGINNING OF 2012.

THE NEW NATIONAL QUALITY 
FRAMEWORK (NQF) COMMENCES 
FROM THE BEGINNING OF 2012. 

CHANGE NEW MEASURE AFFECTED SERVICES WHEN
Start date of National 
Quality Framework

New framework for regulating and 
rating children’s services.

Preschools/Kindergartens and 
Long Day Care Centres, Family 
Day Care Schemes and Outside 
School Hours Services

January 1, 2012

Changes to Ratios/
New Measure1

1:4 for birth to 24 months Preschools/Kindergartens and 
Long Day Care Centres

January 20125

1:5 for 25 to 35 months2 January 2016

1:11 for 36 months to preschool3, 4 January 2016

1:7, with no more than four 
children pre-school age or under

Family Day Care Schemes January 2014

Changes to Quali cations
*  ACECQA will determine 

quali cations for 
educators in early 
childhood

Certi cate III Family Day Carers, all educators 
in Long Day Care and Preschools/
Kindergartens unless they have 
higher quali cations

Have or working 
towards by January 
2014

Diploma 50% of educators in each 
preschool and long day care 

Have or working 
towards by January 
2014

Diploma All Family Day Care Co-ordinators Have by January 
2014

Access to an early childhood 
teacher

Preschools/Kindergartens and 
Long Day Care with less than 25 
children

January 2014

Teacher in attendance6 Preschools/Kindergartens and 
Long Day Care with between 25 
and 59 children

January 2014

2nd early childhood teacher in 
attendance6

Preschools/Kindergartens and 
Long Day Care with over 60 or 
more children

January 2020

Start date of new 
regulations and laws 

New Regulations and laws 
covering children’s services

All services (ie Family Day Care, 
Long Day Care, Preschools/
Kindergartens and Outside School 
Hours services)

January 2012

Disclaimer: As the national Regulations are still in draft form, 
the content of this fact sheet is subject to change.
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NQF 1 THE WHAT
What does my service 
most need to know?

THE NATIONAL QUALITY STANDARD
The new National Quality Standard (NQS or ‘the Standard’) 
is designed to help children’s services provide the best 
possible level of childhood education and care by outlining 
the factors that best support a child’s development. It 
outlines what a service can do to provide the highest quality 
education and care for a child.

The National Quality Standard is divided into seven 
areas. These areas have been identi ed by research as 

being the most important to get right to ensure 
the safety, health and wellbeing of children 
attending education and care services as 
well as improving their educational and 
developmental outcomes. 

The Standard consists 
of guiding principles, 

quality areas, 
standards and 
elements. From 
1 January 2012, 
most long day 
care, family day 

care, outside school 
hours care services 
and preschools/
kindergartens will 

be rated against 
the NQS.

The seven quality areas are:
1. Educational program and practice;
2. Children’s health and safety;
3. Physical environment;
4. Staf ng arrangements;
5. Relationships with children;
6. Collaborative partnerships with families and communities;
7. Leadership and service management.

A NEW RATINGS SYSTEM
The Quality Assurance systems that many children’s services 
have been accredited under, will not exist beyond December 
2011. Under the National Quality Framework, children’s 
services will be rated against the National Quality Standard. 
It is proposed that they will receive a rating against each 
quality area of the Standard and an overall service rating. 
There are  ve separate ratings. The highest rating of 
excellent can only be conferred by ACECQA. It is proposed 
that the ratings will be published on the MyChild website and 
services will need to display their rating at their service. 

A NEW REGULATORY SYSTEM
The majority of children’s services will now be subject to the 
same nationally consistent regulatory system, no matter 
where they operate in Australia. This means that some 
of the rules or laws that we have to follow as children’s 
services will change from January 2012. The new regulatory 
system replaces the separate state licensing and national 
accreditation systems that have existed to date.

THE IMPORTANT PARTS OF THE NQF 
FOR SERVICES TO KNOW ABOUT ARE:
▶  The National Quality Standard 

(7 quality areas)
▶  The ratings system (5 possible ratings)
▶ The new regulatory system

THE NEW NATIONAL QUALITY 
FRAMEWORK (NQF) COMMENCES 
FROM THE BEGINNING OF 2012. 

being the most important to get right to ensure 
the safety, health and wellbeing of children 
attending education and care services as
well as improving their educational and 
developmental outcomes.

The Standard consists 
of guiding principles,

quality areas, 
standards and
elements. From 
1 January 2012, 
most long day 
care, family day 

care, outside school 
hours care services 
and preschools/
kindergartens will

be rated against 
the NQS.

This fact sheet, the fi rst of a series 
produced for children’s services by the 
Professional Support Co-ordinator’s 
Alliance, summarises the basics that 
services need to know about the NQF.

Disclaimer: As the national Regulations are still in draft form, 
the content of this fact sheet is subject to change.
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NQF NEWS AUTUMN 20114

AUTUMN 2011
issue #01

EDUCATORS AND operators from education 
and care services across Australia have been 
 ocking to a series of consultation forums 
being run by DEEWR, Early Childhood Australia 
and State and Territory Regulators around the 
draft Children’s Services Regulations.

The forums have been exceptionally well attended 
as family day care schemes, out of school hours care 
services, preschools and long day care services seek 
to give feedback on the Regulations, and have their 
questions answered. 

From the questions that are being asked at the forums 
it is clear that services are embracing the NQF but are 
are keen to  nd out exactly what changes they will have 
to make at their service to be NQF ready. 

SERVICES GET TO 
HAVE THEIR SAY 
ABOUT THE NQF

National Quality Framework Newsletter
News

Produced by the National Professional Support Co-ordinators Alliance.

NEED TO TELL FAMILIES ABOUT NQF?
LOOKING FOR information you can share with families at your service about the NQF? DEEWR produced a clear 
fact sheet early on in the NQF process in early childhood services, just for families. This sheet has been translated 
into over 20 different languages. These, including the English version, can be downloaded from the DEEWR website 
from: www.deewr.gov.au/Earlychildhood/Policy_Agenda 

Please note that these sheets are not suitable to use for families of children in outside school hours care services. 

MORE NQF 
QUESTIONS?
DO YOU have questions about the NQF 
that you are  nding hard to get answered? 
There are now four easy ways to get your 
NQF related questions answered.

1.  The FAQs on the DEEWR website. DEEWR are in 
the process of updating the existing FAQs on their 
website with many of the questions coming from 
the recent round of consultation forums. These can 
be accessed at: www.deewr.gov.au/Earlychildhood/
Policy_Agenda 

2.  Email DEEWR directly at ECECQuality@deewr.gov.au

3.  Call the DEEWR National Quality Framework Hotline 
on 1800 181 088.

4.  Call your state or territory Professional Support 
Co-ordinator (see below for phone numbers). 

DRAFT RELEASED 
FOR COMMENT
THE DEPARTMENT of Education, Employment 
and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) has now 
released the draft National Regulations to the 
Education and Care Services National Law.

Services are being requested to examine the draft 
Regulations and give feedback to DEEWR about the 
content of the Regulations. These National Regulations 
will replace the existing children’s services regulations of 
each state and territory. All children’s services that are 
covered by the National Quality Framework will need to 
operate under the new National Regulations. 

To read and download the draft Regulations go to 
www.deewr.gov.au/Earlychildhood/Policy_Agenda 

Common themes that came out in the questions up 
to date have been centred around recruitment issues, 
especially recruitment of quali ed educators, potential 
costs of implementation, timing of changes and issues 
around the process for assessment and rating. 

Many services have discussed areas of the draft 
Regulations that they believe will be problematic for 
their services – the ‘no swimming pool’ requirement 
for new family day care educators seemed to be an 
issue of concern for many of those attending.

Services also had much to say about areas where 
they felt the new Regulations would make their 
operations easier.

There is clearly a lot of information for services to get 
their heads around in the draft Regulations. The new 
roles of Certi ed and Nominated supervisors seem to 
be queried by many forum attendees! 

There is clearly a lot of information for 
services to get their heads around in the 
draft Regulations.

PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT Co-ordinators are funded by the Australian Government under the Inclusion and Professional 
Support Program (IPSP) to provide professional development and support to child care services to enhance the provision of 
high quality services to children and families. 

CONTACTING PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT CO-ORDINATORS

ACT
ACT Professional Support 
Co-ordinator
www.actpsc.com.au 
actpsc@commsatwork.org 
1800 228 772

NT
Professional Support Co-
ordinator Northern Territory
www.pscnt.org.au 
pscnt@childaustralia.org.au 
1800 138 662

SA
Professional Support 
Co-ordinator South 
Australia
www.pscsa.org.au 
enquiries@pscsa.org.au
1800 129 606

VIC
Community Child Care 
Association Resource and 
Development Unit
www.pscvic.org.au 
receipt@cccinc.org.au
1800 177 017

NSW
Children’s Services Central
www.cscentral.org.au 
info@cscentral.org.au 
1800 157 818

QLD
Professional Support 
Co-ordinator Queensland
www.pscq.org.au 
pscq@workforce.org.au 
1800 112 585

TAS
Professional Support Co-
ordinator Tasmania
www.psctas.org.au 
psctas@gowrie-tas.com.au
1800 647 718

WA
Professional Support 
Co-ordinator WA
www.pscwa.org.au 
pscwa@childaustralia.org.au
1800 783 768

Disclaimer: As the national Regulations are still in draft 
form, the content of this fact sheet is subject to change.
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Wor ldv iews, Theor ies  and Ph i losoph ies  in 
Ch i ld ren ’s  Ser v ices  Pro jec t  –  Coming Soon
Dr Miriam Giugni

This audio-visual resource is a collection of video interviews with academics, educators, policy makers and activists offering an insight into a wide 
range of worldviews, theories and philosophies that have helped to inform and define their everyday practice. It is hoped the resource will assist 
educators engage with different ideas and concepts as they work with children and families. 

This video resource will be available on the ACT PSC website.

 The project is based on page 11 of the EYLF that suggests: 

Different theories about early childhood inform approaches to children’s learning and development. Early 
childhood educators draw upon a range of perspectives in their work which may include:

•	 developmental theories that focus on describing and understanding the processes of change  
in children’s learning and development over time

•	 socio-cultural theories that emphasise the central role that families and cultural groups play  
in children’s learning and the importance of respectful relationships and provide insight into  
social and cultural contexts of learning and development

•	 socio-behaviourist theories that focus on the role of experiences in shaping children’s behaviour

•	 critical theories that invite early childhood educators to challenge assumptions about curriculum, and consider how 
their decisions may affect children differently

•	 post-structuralist theories that offer insights into issues of power, equity and social justice in early childhood settings.

Drawing on a range of perspectives and theories can challenge traditional ways of seeing children, teaching and learning, and 
encourage educators, as individuals and with colleagues, to:

•	 investigate why they act in the ways that they do

•	 discuss and debate theories to identify strengths and limitations

•	 recognise how the theories and beliefs that they use to make sense of their work enable but also limit their actions 
and thoughts

•	 consider the consequences of their actions for children’s experiences

•	 find new ways of working fairly and justly

When I read this page I consider the 
professional knowledges we draw upon in 
our everyday work. I think about how diverse 
our work is and the richness of having a 
framework that asks us to deeply consider 
the worldviews, theories and philosophies that 
shape our belongings, beings and becomings 
in children’s services. 

Having worked in a range of children’s 
services over the past 20 years as 
‘unqualified’, TAFE Trained, University Qualified 
Teacher, and as a researcher I have had 
many opulent experiences to grow and learn. 
One of the most significant experiences was 
my first day at university when I began my 
early childhood degree. I walked into my first 
lecture with Dr Kerry Robinson who taught 

a subject called ‘Diversity and Difference’ at 
the University of Western Sydney. She began 
talking about the importance of theory in 
early childhood pedagogy and curriculum. 
She then unfolded a repertoire of theories 
and theorists I had never met before (such 
as Foucault, Butler and Bourdieu). She then 
began to use these theories and theorists in a 
way that made me think differently about the 
theories and theorists that I had met (such as 
Piaget, Vygotsky and Malaguzzi). Dr Robinson 
also stressed the importance of seeking out 
and learning from Indigenous worldviews in 
our everyday work in early childhood. I was 
stunned, seduced and excited. It seemed 
like a whole world had opened up to me in 
this moment. The feeling of that moment 
has never left me and guides my ongoing 

meetings with new worldviews, theories and 
philosophies. The worldviews, theories and 
philosophies I learned about then have shaped 
so much of what I have studied, researched 
and practised. The worldviews, theories and 
philosophies I encountered then, enable me 
to become a particular kind of early childhood 
teacher and research pedagogue, and for that 
I am grateful. 

The Worldviews, Theories and Philosophies 
in Children’s Services project is something I 
have been dreaming of for many years. I want 
the field of children’s services to experience 
and have access to some of the views that 
I did, because of the way they have opened 
up so many possibilities for pedagogy and 
curriculum. 

cont. p 4

BELONGING,
BEING &

BECOMING

The Early Years Learning
Framework for Australia



The series of videos offers ‘little glimpses’ 
of a range of worldviews, theories and 
philosophies for children’s services 
professionals to begin thinking about. Each 
video offers diverse viewpoints in order to 
illustrate how different people use different 
ideas in their contexts. Some of the ideas 
might seem trickier to understand than others. 
This might be because they are less familiar 
to you or have not appeared in mainstream 
early childhood resources before. Finding 
something tricky to understand is a wonderful 
opportunity to begin wrestling with ideas in 
order to learn something new. At the same 
time there will be worldviews, theories and 
philosophies that resonate with your existing 
knowledge. This experience of hearing 
someone talk about something familiar can 
be a reassuring experience as well as a 
wonderful opportunity to feel connected with 
people who share the ideas you treasure. 

The process of making the Worldviews, 
Theories and Philosophies in Children’s 
Services videos has been an amazing 
experience for me. Hearing such a diverse 
range of people talk about their views was 
an incredible learning experience for me. 
It reminded me of the first time I heard Dr 
Kerry Robinson. It also reminded me of the 
discussions and debates that were part of 
how the EYLF was developed. Recalling those 
experiences made me want every person 
working in children’s services to share the 
richness of delving into ideas, talking about 
them, debating them, learning new ideas 
and revisiting familiar ideas. I consider this 
to be part of how we work with children 
through investigation inquiry, critical thinking, 
theorising and researching. I also considered 
that if we think of children as theorists, 
researchers, investigators, critical thinkers 
and we spend our time engaging pedagogies 
and resourcing them to produce curriculum in 

this way, that we require our own resources 
that invite us to see ourselves this way too. 

I hope that these videos can be used for 
discussions and debates in staff meetings, 
TAFE and University courses, professional 
learning and development, research, with 
children, families and community partners.

Tracey Linn Bostock and Miriam Giugni filming 
the Introduction to the Worldviews, theories and 
philosophies in Children’s Services video.

The ACT Ch i ld ren ’s 
Ser v ices  Forum
The ACT Children’s Services Forum was established in 2007 and since then has been providing an 
avenue to share information, inform and consult with key representatives of the ACT’s education 
and care profession. The Forum focuses on issues and achievements for the early and middle 
childhood education and care sectors. 

The ACT Children’s Services Forum aims to:

•	 Inform a sustainable, flexible and responsive children’s services sector.
•	 Consider issues of supply and demand in the ACT children’s services sector and develop a 

strategic approach in response to concerns of under and oversupply of places for children 
from birth to school age.

•	 Consider strategies that address the shortage of qualified staffing in the children’s services 
sector and to contribute to the consolidation of growth and development in the children’s 
services sector workforce.

•	 Contribute towards and inform national policy agendas in early childhood education and care 
with a focus on quality provision in service delivery and the best interests of ACT children.

•	 Facilitate the development of educational, care and curriculum initiatives that improve 
outcomes for children in the ACT.

In 2011, the Forum will have a particular focus on developing initiatives to contribute to the 
implementation of the National Quality Framework and respond to issues raised at the ACT 
Children’s Services Roundtable held in April. 

The Forum is made up of a number of key stakeholders from the education and care profession. 
The Forum is reliant on the education and care sector providing feedback to their representatives 
on what is happening in their sector. 

If you would like more information about the ACT Children’s Services Forum 
or the membership please contact the Forum secretariat, Sarah Kirk from the 
Children’s Policy and Regulation Unit on 6205 4830.

4
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EYLF 
Pro fess iona l 
Conversa t ion 
Network
The Professional Conversation Network is a 
new facilitated network (situated in both North 
and South Canberra) that is open to members 
of the early childhood education and care 
community to come together and engage in 
professional conversations surrounding the 
Early Years Learning Framework. 

Using the Educator’s Guide to the Early  
Years Learning Framework as a platform,  
the network sessions will provide 
opportunities for in-depth discussion and 
thinking over a sustained period about the 
concepts that build the framework. 

Facilitated by Anne Kennedy, the sessions  
will be designed to: provoke, inspire  
and challenge. 

About Anne Kennedy:

Anne works as a consultant, trainer, 
researcher and author in early childhood 
education and is an adjunct senior lecturer at 
Charles Sturt University. Anne was a member 
of the CSU led consortium which wrote the 
Early Years Learning Framework. In her 
capacity as chairperson of Community Child 
Care Victoria and as an active member of 
ECA, Anne actively engages in advocacy to 
ensure the provision of high quality play-
based education for young children as part of 
their rights as citizens.

Members of the Network will have to 
opportunity to: 

Think about... 
Talk and reflect about... 
Try out... 
Hear about... and 
Find more about...

In foHUB 
Upda te  –  EYLF 
Resources
Now is the time to become or renew your 
membership for the ACT PSC InfoHUB.  
The Annual membership fee of only  
$44.00 for ACT children’s services and 
individuals employed in ACT children’s 
services is now due. If you would like to 
become a member go to the ACT PSC  
website at www.actpsc.com.au and click 
“Register” in the top right hand corner.

The ACT PSC InfoHUB has recently purchased 
new resources. With a focus on inclusion, 
leadership and the EYLF some of the new 
resources you can borrow include... 

and so each concludes with things to think 
about that will help you and your colleagues 
decide how to set about these activities in 
ways that best reflect your philosophy, your 
children and their families , and communities 
you engage with and belong to.

Assessment for Learning: Documentation and 
Planning for the EYLF By Bridie Raban, Jenny 
Barber & Sharon Paul Smith

‘Assessment for children’s learning refers 
to the process of analysing and gathering 
information as evidence about what children 
know, can do and understand.’ (Early Years 
Learning Framework, DEEWR 2009, p.17)

Assessment for Learning: Documentation 
and Planning for the EYLF is an essential 
resource for all educators and directors in 
early childhood settings. It has been written to 
provide a point of reference in relation to the 
assessment for learning process described in 
the Early Years Learning Framework.

Chapters deal with different aspects of 
the process, focusing on documentation, 
planning, evaluation, assessment and 
reflection. Each can be seen as separate, but 
all aspects need to be put in place to ensure 
that each child’s learning is fostered through 
rich and stimulating experiences.

Different early childhood settings will approach 
this in different ways. There is no one set 
format that will suit all purposes or occasions, 

The Early Years Learning Framework 
in Practice: A Handbook for Teachers & 
Practitioners By Bridie Raban, Jan Deans, 
Kay Margetts & Amelia Church

This book provides early childhood 
professionals with a practical guide for 
interpreting and implementing Belonging, 
Being and Becoming – The Early Years 
Learning Framework for Australia.

The Information is of value to anyone who is 
concerned about early childhood education 
and learning – educator, manager, student  
or parent.

Central to the book are the five chapters that 
provide practical advice and strategies for 
supporting each of the learning outcomes - 
Identity, Community, Wellbeing, Learning and 
Communication. As well, it includes:

•	 A resume of government imperatives for 
the early childhood profession

•	 A comprehensive overview of the 
Principles, Practices and Pedagogy 
underpinning the EYLF 

•	 Advice on implementing the outcomes 
with different age groups

•	 Guidelines on learning environments, 
observations, evaluation, planning, and 
play

•	 Questions to encourage reflective 
practice

•	 A comprehensive list of useful resources 
plus internet links for worksheets

Northside Professional  
Conversation Network:
Date: 24th Aug and 9th Nov
Venue: Gungahlin Library, Corner of 
Hibberson and Gozzard streets, Gungahlin  
Time: 3.30 pm to 5.30 pm 

Southside Professional  
Conversation Network:
Date: 25th Aug and  10th Nov
Venue: Tuggeranong Library, Cowlishaw 
Street, Tuggeranong ACT 
Time: 3.30 pm to 5.30 pm
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For more information on any of the articles in this newsletter
contact the ACT PSC on (02) 6287 3330 or 1800 228 772.

www.actpsc.com.au

The ACT PSC is managed by Communities@Work. The Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) Office of Early Childhood 
Education and Child Care, funds the Professional Support Coordinator initiative as part of the Inclusion and Professional Support Program. Feedback and queries should initially be 

directed to the ACT Professional Support Coordinator.  Further information can be sought by contacting the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations.

Upcoming ACT PSC Workshops

Upcoming Events
Put them in your diary

Routines and 
Transitions

Building Positive 
Relationships

Look Make Look

Presented by 
Lady Gowrie- Sydney

Session: Thursday 8 September
Time: 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm
Location: Session held at Centre 
for Teaching and Learning, Stirling

Presented by Network of 
Community Activities

Session: Wednesday 26 October
Time: 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
Location: Session held at Centre 
for Teaching and Learning, Stirling

Presented by National 
Gallery of Australia

Session: Wednesday 2 November
Time: 10.00 am - 12.00 pm
Location: Session held at National 
Gallery of Australia

August 20th – 21st, 2011

Early Childhood Conference of  
Performing Arts 2011
Melbourne, Victoria

More information:  
www.vosa.org

October 29th, 2011

ACT PSC Conference Growing Together
Barton, Canberra

More information:

www.actpsc.com.au

October 12th – 14th, 2011

The Power of Play National Playgroup 
Conference - All Together Now
Melbourne, Victoria

More information:  
www.powerofplay.com.au

November 18th – 19th, 2011

Honoring the Child, Honoring Equity 2011
Melbourne, Victoria

More information:  
http://www.edfac.unimelb.edu.au/ceiec/
conferences/conf11/index.html


